
THe BIg PIcTuRe: HOw tHe FEdErAl BUrEaUcRaCy GOt SO BIg
The country started out with a minimum of agencies needed to support a nation: the departments of 
State (diplomacy with other nations), War (now defense, for when diplomacy fails), and Treasury (to 
collect taxes). As the nation grew, greater industrialization and urbanization inevitably produced new 
problems, which have resulted in a greater role for government—and new agencies—to regulate and 
maintain an increasing complex society.

Government’s financial agent, responsible for 
money coming in and going out (including tax 
collection); advises president on fiscal policy.

Responsible for foreign policy and diplomatic 
relations.

Manages U.S. Army, Air Force, and Navy.
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Administers federal programs related to food 
production and rural life, including price support 
programs and soil conservation.

Legal arm of the executive branch, responsible for 
enforcement of federal laws, including civil rights 
and antitrust laws.

Responsible for economic and technological 
development; includes Census Bureau.

Responsible for work force safety and 
employment standards.

Created to prevent terrorist attacks within the United 
States, make the country less vulnerable to terrorism, 
and help the nation survive attacks that do occur.
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Annual Spending in Billions, 2013

Justice

Labor

State

Transportation

Health and 
Human 
Services

Housing and 
Urban Development

$886

Defense

$608

Treasury$399
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$57
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$26

$26

$41

$76

$80

Agriculture

Interior

$156

$10

$9

88,000

INTERIOR Manages the nation’s natural resources through 
its eight bureaus, including the Bureau of Land 
Management and the National Park Service.

67,000

738,000

24,000

102,000

115,000

44,000

17,000

HEALTH AND HUMAN 
SERVICES

Administers government health and security 
programs; includes Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and Food and Drug Administration.76,000

HOUSING AND URBAN
DEVELOPMENT

Administers housing and community 
development programs.11,000

TRANSPORTATION Administers overall transportation policy, 
including highways, urban mass transit, 
railroads, aviation, and waterways.56,000

ENERGY Oversees national activities relating to 
the production, regulation, marketing, 
and conservation of energy.16,000

EDUCATION Provides federal aid to local 
school districts and colleges 
and student college loans.5,000

VETERANS AFFAIRS Administers programs to help veterans and 
their families, including pensions, medical 
care, disability, and death benefits.313,000

184,000

Spending per capita in constant 2013 dollars
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